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Analyst and Public Educator

Founder of Pan African Institute for Evidence
Former Statistician-General of South Africa
Former Chair of Africa Symposium for Statistical
Development

Former Chair of United Nations Statistics
Commission

Former Chair of Statistics Commission Africa

Do we have an education crisis?
Is strategic foresight disposable in South Africa?
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Dr Pali Lehohla is the youngest of six children born to parents
who were both teachers. From 2000 to 2017, he was the
Statistician-General of South Africa. He co-chaired Paris21, was
chair of the UN Statistics Commission, founding chair of the
Statistics Commission of Africa, chair of the African Symposium
for Statistical Development, Vice President of the International
Statistics Institute, and was appointed by the UN Secretary
General to the panel on Data Revolution. Dr Pali has been a
forceful advocate for improving the Civil Registration and Vital
Statistics Systems in Africa, served on the Board of the
Foundation for Human Rights, and consulted extensively on
statistics matters for “in-conflict’, "out-of-conflict”, and “fragile
states”. He is a Professor of Practice at the University of
Johannesburg, and since 2018, a Research Associate at Oxford
University. He has also been awarded Honorary Doctorates by the
Universities of Stellenbosch, KwaZulu-Natal, and Zululand. At its
40-Years of existence celebration, Dr Pali's alma mater, the
Regional Institute of Population Studies at the University of
Ghana recognised his contribution in the African Public Service.
Dr Pali is co-director of the Economic Modelling Academy which
aims to train society in economic policy formulation, and serves
on the board of the Institute of Economic Justice at Wits
University. He has been a weekly columnist in the Business Report
(for 20 years) and the Sunday Times Daily Online (since 2022).
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